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628 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

Srawley, J. H. The Early History of the Liturgy. [The Cambridge Hand- 
books of Liturgical Study, edited by H. B. Swete and J. H. Srawley.] 
Cambridge: University Press, 1013. xx+251 pages. 6s. 
Dr. Srawley's Early History of the Liturgy seeks to present the essentials in the 
liturgical development during the first four centuries, without pretense at completeness, 
and without pronouncing judgment upon inadequate evidence. The term liturgy 
the author restricts to the order of service employed in the celebration of the Eucharist. 
The Table of Contents indicates the method pursued. After an examination of 
the evidence of the New Testament and of the second century there follow six chapters 
analyzing the stages in the development of the liturgy in the major divisions of the 
empire, from Alexandria and Egypt to Italy and Rome. These longitudinal sections 
of the various local liturgies presuppose in the reader a strong interest in details which 
are easily confused and soon forgotten. The order of investigation which the author 
follows does not lend to a book written professedly for beginners either clearness or 
charm. The mental picture which makes the details significant might have been 
supplied by putting at the front of the volume a cross-section, such as is furnished by 
the chapter entitled "The Development of the Liturgy in East and West" (pp. 195- 
223). The work closes with a discussion of early conceptions of the Eucharist as 
illustrated by the history of the liturgy, which shows clearly facts such as the rise of 
a doctrine of irlicKi)<ris in connection with the tendency to consider the Holy Spirit and 
not the Logos the efficient cause in the consecration of the elements. 

The book is carefully compiled from the sources, with painstaking use of recent 
French and German literature, both Roman Catholic and Protestant. It is a handy 
summary of researches on a topic to which the majority of American theologians have 
given but slight heed. Its chief defect, apart from dulness, is the omission of compari- 
sons with the contemporary religions, especially with the mystery-cults. 

W. W. R. 

DOCTRINAL 

Revtere, Jean. LeDogmede la redemption. Paris: Lecoffre, 1914. xvi-r-570 

pages. Fr. 6. 

A semipopular presentation of the dogma of redemption following the author's 
more scholastic treatment of this dogma eight years ago. The first part outlines the 
development and fixes the marks of the Catholic dogma. The second part sets 
in clear light the common element of this dogma as it appears from Anselm and 
St. Thomas to Suarez and Bellarmin, with a view of making this essential reality more 
intelligible and more acceptable. A third, negative and critical, is occupied with 
non-Catholic explanations of this mystery with the aim of bringing into sharper relief 
the direction and value of the Catholic faith. The spirit of this and of Dr. Schu- 
macher's work noticed above is admirable, the learning adequate, and both are readable. 

C. A. B. 

Althaus, Paul. Die Prinzipien der deutschen reformierten Dogmatik im 
Zeitalter der aristotelischen Scholastik. Leipzig: Deichert, 1914. viii+274 
pages. M. 7 . 50. 
The questions here dealt with are, first, the general relation of philosophy to 

theology; that is to say, the bearing of this on dogmatic method and the influence of 



